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Nominations Open for
2026 Monterey Park
Tree Memorial Award

Community members invited to honor
individuals who have made a lasting impact
on Monterey Park
By Recreation and Community Services staff

Nominations for the 2026 Tree
Memorial Award are now being
accepted through Friday, February
27 by the Recreation and Community
Services Department. The Tree
Memorial Award program was created
to recognize individuals who have
made a significant positive impact

on the community. This prestigious
award is reserved for an individual
who has demonstrated the highest
level of community involvement and
can be awarded to a person living or
deceased.

Nominations will be reviewed by an

ad hoc committee of Community
Participation and Recreation and Park
Commissioners. The committee will
make their recommendation to the
Monterey Park City Council. Following
City Council approval, a recognition
ceremony will take place, honoring the
individuals with plaques installed under
designated trees. Groups or individuals
who wish to nominate an individual
must complete the application process.
Applications are available at www.
montereypark.ca.gov/treememorial.

For more questions or information,
please call Recreation and Community
Services at 626-307-1388 or email
recreation@montereypark.ca.gov.
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As Heaters Turn On, Fire Department Reminds Residents
to Put Safety First

By Fire Department staff

| NEED
SOME

SPACE!

Fact: Half of home heating fires are reported during the months of
December, January and February.

Fact: 2 in 5 deaths from space heater fires involve portable electric A :
space heaters. R
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KEEP SPACE HEATERS AT LEAST THREE FEET
AWAY FROM ANYTHING THAT CAN BURN

As temperatures drop and heaters switch on, the Monterey Park
Fire Department reminds residents that winter brings an increased
risk of home fires and carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning. Heating
equipment is one of the leading causes of residential fires during
the colder months, but many of these incidents are preventable
with proper care and awareness.

e Keep anything that can burn at least three-feet away from heating equipment, like the furnace, fireplace, wood stove or
portable space heater.

¢ Have a three-foot “kid-free zone” around open fires and space heaters.

e Never use your oven to heat your home.

¢ Have a qualified professional install stationary space heating equipment, water heaters or central heating equipment
according to the local codes and manufacturer’s instructions.

* Have heating equipment and chimneys cleaned and inspected every year by a qualified professional.

¢ Always use the right kind of fuel, specified by the manufacturer, for fuel burning space heaters.

e Make sure the fireplace has a sturdy screen to stop sparks from flying into the room. Ashes should be cool before
putting them in a metal container. Keep the container a safe distance away from your home.

e Remember to turn portable heaters off when leaving the room or going to bed.

e Choose a heater with a thermostat and overheat protection.

e Keep space heaters out of the way of foot traffic. Never block an exit.

* Plug the heater directly into the wall outlet. Never use an extension cord.

* Test smoke alarms at least once a month.

Install and maintain CO alarms to avoid the risk of CO poisoning. If you smell gas in your gas heater, do not light the
appliance. Leave the home immediately and call 911. For more information, please contact the Monterey Park Fire
Department at 626-307-1262 or visit www.montereypark.ca.gov/fire.

Parks and Recreation Improvements Roll Out Across
Monterey Park

Citywide resurfacing projects and recent facility upgrades enhance recreation opportunities for residents
By Recreation and Community Services staff

Citywide Court Resurfacing Project

From February to April 2026, the City of Monterey Park will
launch a citywide court resurfacing project. Improvements
will include resurfacing and repairing tennis courts at George
Elder, Highlands, Sequoia, Sunnyslopes and Garvey Ranch
parks, with hybrid pickleball lines added to Court #2 at
Garvey Ranch Park.

The project also includes expanding pickleball opportunities
by adding four new permanent pickleball courts with nets at
Bella Vista Park and converting two existing tennis courts at
Barnes Park into six permanent pickleball courts with nets. In
addition, the basketball court at Sequoia Park will be resurfaced and repaired.

Barnes Park Gymnasium.

To minimize disruption, work will be completed at one park at a time, ensuring residents and players can continue enjoying
recreational activities with limited impact.

Recent Facility Improvements

During the last quarter of 2025, the Recreation and Community Services Department, in partnership with the Public Works
Department, completed several facility upgrades. These improvements included replacing the epoxy coating at the iconic
Cascades Waterfall; painting the exterior of the Barnes Park Gymnasium; installing new flooring and repainting the Langley
Center Billiards Room, Langley Center Office and the Community Room inside the George Elder Park Gym.

These projects reflect the City’s ongoing commitment to providing quality parks, recreational facilities and amenities for all
residents to enjoy. For ongoing updates on projects, programs, and events, please follow the department on social media
at @MontereyParkRec.

www.MontereyPark.ca.gov
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CITY HALL HOURS

Monday-Thursday 7:30 a.m.-6 p.m.

Regular city council meetings
are held on the first and third
Wednesdays of the month.

For more city events please visit the
event calendar at
www.MontereyPark.ca.gov/Now

ﬁg CITY OFFICIALS

|.¢,.-

Mayor Elizabeth Yang, District 2
Mayor Pro Tem Member Henry Lo, District 4
Council Member Jose Sanchez, District 3
Council Member Thomas Wong, District 1
Council Member Vinh T. Ngo, District 5

Maychelle Yee, City Clerk
Amy Lee, City Treasurer

Inez Alvarez, City Manager
Karl Berger, City Attorney

CITY COUNCIL, COMMISSIONS,
COMMITTEES AND BOARDS MEETING SCHEDULE

City Council
1st & 3rd Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m.
City Hall Council Chambers

Commission on Aging
3rd Monday, 11:00 a.m.
Langley Senior Center, 400 W. Emerson Ave.

Community Participation Commission
3rd Tuesday, 6:00 p.m.
City Hall Community Room

Economic and Business Development Commission
1st Thursday of
January, April, July and October, 5:00 p.m.
City Hall Community Room.

Environmental Commission
4th Wednesday, 6:30 p.m.
City Hall Council Chambers

Library Board of Trustees
3rd Tuesday, 6:00 p.m.
Bruggemeyer Library

Personnel Board
Meets as Needed
City Hall Council Chambers

Planning Commission
2nd & 4th Tuesdays, 7:00 p.m.
City Hall Council Chambers

Recreation & Parks Commission
1st Monday, 6:00 p.m.
Langley Senior Center, 400 W. Emerson Ave.

Traffic Commission
3rd Thursday, 6:00 p.m.
City Hall Council Chambers

For more information, please visit
www.MontereyPark.ca.gov/Boards

CITY OF MONTEREY PARK CONTACTS

FH BB A ES

Contactos de la Ciudad de Monterey Park

Fire & Police Emergency
KKREBEZER
Emergencia de Bomberos y Policia
911

City Council
mES
Consejo de la Ciudad
CityCouncil@montereypark.ca.gov
626-307-1465

City Clerk
mERT
Secretario de la Ciudad
MPClerk@montereypark.ca.gov
626-307-1359

City Manager
TSI
Gerente de la Ciudad
CMO@montereypark.ca.gov
626-307-1255

Community Development
HEERE
Desarrollo Comunitario
Building & Safety Division
IR A
Division de Construccion y Seguridad
626-307-1300
Building Inspection Hotline
BB
Linea Directa de Inspeccién de Edificios
626-307-1229
Economic Development Division
KBRS
Division de Desarrollo Econémico
626-307-1385
Planning Division
FREER
Division de Planificacion
626-307-1315

Public Works Department
NHTZEBPY
Departamento de Obras Publicas
PublicWorks@montereypark.ca.gov
626-307-1320"
Maintenance Serwces/Sandbags

HIEMRTE/ V2R
Servicios de Mantenlmlento/Sacos de Arena
626-307-1281
Shopping Cart Hotline
B E AR
Linea Directa de Carritos de Compra
800-252-4613
Spirit Bus
SpiritE2+
Autobuses Spirit
626-307-7842

Human Resources
ANER
Recursos Humanos
HumanResources@montereypark.ca.gov
626-307-1334

Fire Department
JHBIERPY
Departamento de Bomberos
Fire@montereypark.ca.gov
Non-Emergency
EETRER
No Emergencias
626-573-1333*
General Info and Ambulance Subscription

—REWRKGER]FE

Informacion General y Suscripcion a Ambulancias

626-307-1262
Code Compliance Division
ERRBUCED
Division de Cumplimiento de Cédigos
626-307-1415

GoMPK App
GOoMPKERRER
Aplicacion GoMPK
Problem reporting app available on your device’s
app store

RN EFEMOEABEER MRV R ER

ERERER

Aplicacion para reportar problemas disponible en

la tienda de aplicaciones de su dispositivo
www.montereypark.ca.gov/GoMPK

Bruggemeyer Library
Bruggemeyer@ E 8
Biblioteca Bruggemeyer
626-307-1333*
Passport Services
RS
Servicios de Pasaporte
626-307-1357

Police Department
525
Departamento de Policia
Police@montereypark.ca.gov
Non-Emergency
EEZRAR
No Emergencias
626-573-1311*

City Hall Police Counter
MELFEE
Mostrador de Policia en el Ayuntamiento
Daily 7:30 a.m.-7 p.m.
Animal Services
ENRR TS
Servicios para Animales
626-307-1217
Downey Animal Care Center
DowneyE) &8 /0
Centro de Cuidado de Animales de Downey
562-940-6898
Records Bureau
BEF
Oficina de Registros
626-307-1211
Monterey Park Jail
ELERINE SRS
Carcel de Monterey Park
626-307-1245

Recreation and Community Services
FRGEFN 1 &= AR 75
Servicios de Recreacion y Comunidad
Recreation@montereypark.ca.gov
626-307-1388
Langley Senior Center & Dial-A-Ride
B F 2445 o 0 K Dial-A-Ride = 75 IU EE AR 75
Centro para Personas Mayores Langley y Servicio
de Dial-A-Ride
626-307-1395

Finance
R4 75 38FY
Finanzas
Finance/Accounts Payable
B 7%/ PR BR R
Finanzas/Cuentas por Pagar
626-307-1348
City Utilities (Water) and Cashier/Licensing/
Purchasing
WHARSEHE (K ) M LIQ%E';/HE,E’? /IRIE
Servicios Publicos de la Ciudad (Agua) y Cajero/
Licencias/Compras
626-307-1342
Housing Division
EEER
Division de Vivienda
626-307-1384

Service Providers
AR5 FERS

Proveedores de Servicios
AT&T Landline Home Phone

AT&T RIEREHLERR

Teléfono Fijo de AT&T para el Hogar
800-228-2020
Ware Disposal (Residential, Bulky Item &

Commercial Trash Services)

Ware Disposal ( £5, K4 mANE ELIIRARTE )
Ware Disposal (Servicios de Residuos Voluminosos
Residenciales y Comerciales)
626-225-2400
Athens Services (Commercial Trash Services)
Athens Services ( BN IRTS )
Athens Services (Servicios de Residuos
Comerciales)

888-336-6100
Charter Spectrum
Charter Spectrum 48
Charter Spectrum Television por Cable
877-906-9121
Housing Rights Center
RN
Centro de Derechos de Vivienda
800-477-5977
L.A. County Environmental Health
EMMBRIRIBERER
Salud Ambiental del Condado de L.A.
323-362-1280
L.A. County Info. & Referral Services. (24/7)
TEACTERRE R IRTE (24/7)
Servicios de Informacién y Referencia del
Condado de L.A. (24/7)

Dial 211
So. Cal. Edison
BN A
So. Cal. Edison (Compania de Electricidad)
800-655-4555
So. Cal. Gas
SoCalGasZX FEFETR
So. Cal. Gas (Compaiia de Gas)
877-238-0092

*Main number / *Z#R / *Numero principal

Feburary 2026
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MPK Transit Express Continues to Connect Monterey Park

City shares helpful tips for riders during peak travel times and high demand
By Public Works staff

The City of Monterey Park reminds residents that MPK Transit Express continues to
provide a convenient and affordable way to travel within the community.

Rides can be easily booked through the MPK Transit Express app or by calling
626-407-6299. The fare is $2 per trip, and payments can be made by credit

or debit card, or with City-issued vouchers available for purchase at Langley
Senior Center.

As the popularity of MPK Transit Express continues to grow, some riders have
reached out with feedback after experiencing what appears to be an error
while using the app. During periods of high demand, especially during peak
“rush hour” times, riders may receive a message asking them to try requesting
a ride again. In most cases, this message does not indicate a problem with
the app — it just means current ride unavailability at that present moment.
When all vehicles are already in service, the system may be temporarily unable
to offer a ride. As trips are completed and vehicles become available, ride
options may change.

Here are a few helpful tips when this occurs:

¢ Try requesting a ride again in a few minutes.

e Consider adjusting your pickup time slightly earlier or later.

¢ Avoid peak times, when possible, for quicker response and availability.

We appreciate the community’s patience and interest in MPK Transit Express as we
continue to meet rider needs and experiences throughout the day.

We Want to Hear From You!
We want to hear from you! Share your thoughts on how we can continue improving
transportation in Monterey Park. Scan the QR code or visit our website. Take

the Community Transportation Survey and let us know your
transportation experience with Spirit Bus, MPK Transit Express
and any other feedback you may have.

For more information, please contact Public Works at 626-307-
1320 or visit www.montereypark.ca.gov/publicworks.

Building Pride Together: Property Maintenance Tips for Homes and Businesses

By Code Compliance staff

A New Year Message from Code Compliance

As we ease into February 2026, the Code Compliance team wants to thank our
residents and local businesses for the care you put into your properties. Property
maintenance is more than curb appeal. It supports public safety, public health,
accessibility and community pride. We also recognize that maintenance is not
always simple. Repairs can be costly, time is limited and some situations can feel
overwhelming. Our goal is to work alongside the community with a practical and
respectful approach that focuses on solutions and long-term compliance.

Residential Property Maintenance Reminders

One of the most helpful steps is keeping pathways clear and accessible. Please
keep sidewalks, walkways and driveways free of storage, debris and overgrown
vegetation. This helps prevent trip hazards and ensures safe access for families,
seniors and anyone using mobility devices. Trimming trees and shrubs away from
sidewalks, roofs and windows can also prevent damage and improve visibility. It
is also a good time to address exterior maintenance before small issues become
larger repairs. ltems such as peeling paint, damaged fencing or gates and
deteriorating stairs or handrails can create safety concerns if left unaddressed.
Proper waste storage is another simple but important step. Keeping trash
containers closed and areas clean helps reduce odors and pests, especially in
shared housing environments.

Business Property Maintenance Reminders

For businesses, consistent upkeep can make a big difference for customers

and neighboring properties. Keeping storefronts clean, addressing worn paint

or damaged fixtures, and promptly removing graffiti helps maintain a positive
appearance and discourages repeat vandalism. Please also ensure that litter and
bulky items are not left in public facing areas. Behind the scenes, proper waste
management is essential. Keeping dumpsters and enclosures in good condition,
lids closed and surrounding areas clean helps prevent pests and reduces spillover
into adjacent properties. If your business uses outdoor storage, items should be
organized and secured and not create a safety concern or visual blight.

Thank You for Supporting a Strong 2026

Thank you for doing your part to keep our community clean, safe and welcoming.
We look forward to continuing to work together to build pride throughout our
neighborhoods and business districts.

How We Can Help

Code Compliance is committed to fair, consistent and collaborative problem
solving. If you are unsure whether repairs require permits, or you want guidance
before starting work, we encourage you to contact us at 626-307-1415 or by email
at codecompliance@montereypark.ca.gov.

City Seeks Resident Input on Trash and Recycling Services

By Public Works staff

The City of Monterey Park encourages all Ware residential customers to participate in a community waste survey. Your input is important and will help

improve service quality and better meet the community’s needs.

Please visit Ware’s website or scan the QR code to access the survey. The survey is available in English, Chinese and Spanish.
Paper surveys can be submitted at Ware’s local office located at 1111 Corporate Center Dr., Monterey Park, CA. Your opinion

matters!
For more information, please visit the following links:

e Ware Disposal www.waredisposal.com.
¢ City of Monterey Park www.montereypark.ca.gov/trash.

EhREDl - BRSERESES

MBS B FFEWare B EEATNEEEFLBEMEREYHASE - CNERFFEE  BEPREARERELEF R ELREK -
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THWERRER !

MTREZEN - MO LUAB LT L
» WareE2 ¥ E 32 /A 8] www.waredisposal.com.
« ZRFABE™ www.montereypark.ca.gov/trash.
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21111 Corporate Center

Basura y Reciclaje - Tu Opinion Importa

La Ciudad anima a todos los clientes residenciales de Ware a participar en una encuesta sobre residuos comunitarios. Su opinién es importante y
ayudara a mejorar la calidad del servicio y a satisfacer mejor las necesidades de la comunidad.

Por favor, visite el sitio web de Ware o escanee el codigo QR para acceder a la encuesta. La encuesta esta disponible en inglés,

chino y espafiol. Las encuestas en papel se pueden entregar en la oficina local de Ware, ubicada en 1111 Corporate Center Dr.

Monterey Park, CA. j{Su opinién es importante!

Para mas informacion, puedes visitar los siguientes enlaces:
e Ware Disposal www.waredisposal.com.
¢ City of Monterey Park www.montereypark.ca.gov/trash.
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Community Development Department Expands Public Counter Hours to
Improve Customer Access

By Community Development Department staff

The Community Development Department has expanded their service hours to To schedule an appointment with Building and Safety, please visit www.
improve customer access and support a smoother development process. The montereypark.ca.gov/building.
department extended their public counter walk-in hours to:
To schedule an appointment with Planning, please visit www.montereypark.ca.gov/

Monday through Thursday, planning.
8am.to 12 p.m.
Last walk-in sign in at 11:30 a.m. to allow for sufficient time to service inquiries. Please note, appointments are not intended for requesting

inspections or over-the-counter plan checks.
In addition to walk-in service, appointments are available Monday through

Thursday from 2 to 5 p.m. with limited appointment-only services every other For more information, please contact Community Development
Friday from 8 to 10 a.m. These adjustments help enhance service delivery and at 626-307-1300. To view a list of every other Friday when
helps Monterey Park build better and sooner. limited services are available, please visit www.montereypark.

ca.gov/commdev.

Monterey Park Police Department Introduces New Online Report Request Portal

By Police Department staff

The Monterey Park Police Department is now using GovQuest, an online portal e Login/Sign Up (recommended): receive email updates and easier/faster
that allows members of the public to submit and track Police Department report communication and processing time.
requests from anywhere. 4.Enter as much information as possible, such as:
e Name(s) involved.
Through GovQuest, the public can submit and monitor requests for: e Report number (if known).
e Police reports. e Date/time and location.
¢ Traffic Collision reports. ¢ License plate (if applicable).
e Clearance letters. 5. Submit your request and track updates through the portal.
e CCW applications.
Helpful Tips

How it Works ¢ Include the report/incident number (if known).
1. Go to the GovQuest portal on the City website or scan the QR code. ¢ Add the date/time of location.
2.Select your request type (Police Report, Traffic Collision Report or Clearance e Watch for portal updates-additional info may be requested.

Letter).
3.You can select to submit anonymously or create a login. After submitting a request, users can check the status online and receive updates

e Submit Anonymously: no personal info included; you must track the request as the request is processed. To access the portal, scan the QR code or visit the

manually, slower processing time. GovQuest link on the City of Monterey Park website at www.montereypark.ca.gov.
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We encourage our community
to support Monterey Park
businesses and shop local.

‘Community members are invited
for casual conversations and to
learn more about the City with

the Mayor of Monterey Park.
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February 24, 2026 February 24, 2026
5:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m.
La Dicsa De Los Moles La Diosa De Los Meles

1965 Potrero Grande Dr. # 4,
Monterey Park, CA 91755

1965 Potrero Grande Dr. & 4,
Monterey Park, CA 91755

Monday 2HA—
March 23, 2026 March 23, 2026
5:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m.

Jumpin’ Lobster
2120 5 Atlantic Bhd,
Monterey Park, CA 91754

A |

L V E KEEP THE LOVE GOING: SHOP & DINE LOCAL!

MONTEREY PARK
Shop & Dine focal

Jumpin’ Lobster
2120 5 Atlantic Bhd,
Monterey Park, CA 91754

TEECEREARITLLE:

KRS AR

MONTEREY PARK
Shop & Dine focal

Animamos a nuestra
comunidad a apoyar a los
negocios de Menlerey Park y a
comprar localmente.

=
ST

g rne
Se invita @los miembros de la Ba Day care
comunidad & conversaciones <chool Program
informales y @ conocer mas sobre la Licensed After

civdad con el alcalde de

RS Monterey Park. august 12, 2025 - May 28,2028
NEGOCIOS ngosis= Y
Hours: 1 PM - 6 P

DESTACADOS

Martes

February 24, 2026

5:00 p.m.
La Diosa De Los Moles
1965 Potrero Grande Dr. # 4,
Monterey Park, CA 91755

T

nesidﬂ“t

{‘\

PROGRAMA EXTR AESCOLAR
COM LIC EMSIA

Horario: 1 PM - 8 PM

Lunes Costo !Brﬂﬂ“"lu‘
March 23, 2026

Jumpin’ Lobster
2120 5 Atlantic Bhd,
Monterey Park, CA 91754

ALELLEL L5 LR

HOLY =

Homework assistance
Gym & outdoor play
Arts & crafts

Healthy snacks
Transportation from school to daycare
(limited space available)

Register at Barmes Park Extended Day Care
350 5. McPherrin Ave. Monterey Park, CA 81754

MONTEREY PARK do los ake
Shop & Dine Local %f For more information: call (626) 307-1451 or email
= i Be' r! srodriguez@montereypark.ca.gov




Page 6 Citywide Community, Education and Business News Feburary 2026

MONTEREY PARK POLICE DEPARTMENT

EEEEA

e m&mma'mgm

Development Services
MONTEREY PARK POLICEDEPARTMENT % P Public Counter 0perations

Effective November 17, 2025

Walk -Ins Appointments
Monday 8am-12 pm 2pm-5pm
Tuesday 8am-12 pm 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 8am-12 pm 2pm-5pm
Thursday 8am-12 pm 2pm-5pm

Friday (every other) Closed 8am-10am

All plan submittals are done electronically. Please see below for contact information:

Community Development Department
open: Monday-Thursday. Limited Service every other Friday by appointment only

Building & Safety Division
Email: buildingpermitcounter@montereypark.ca.gov
Phone: (626) 307-1300
Appointments available at: https://www.montereypark.ca.gov/182/Building-Safety

Planning Division
Email: planningpermitcounter@montereypark.ca.gov
Phone: (626) 307-1315
Appointments available at: https://www.montereypark.ca.gov/241/Planning

Fire Department
open: Monday - Thursday only

Code Compliance Division
Email: codecompliance@montereypark.ca.gov
Phone: (626) 307-1415
Appointments available via email

Fire Prevention Division
Email: fireprevention@montereypark.ca.gov
Phone: (626) 307-1308
Appointments available by email

Public Works Department
open: Monday - Thursday only

Engineering Division
Email: publicworks@montereypark.ca.gov
Phone: (626) 307-1320
Appointments available at: https://www.montereypark.ca.gov/466/Engineering or by
emailing: pwpermitcounter@montereypark.ca.gov = =

-
Please scan the QR code for X

3 '-_- F'A TIEIPACIGN GE}MUN'ITARIA B? 215! appointments and more B 3

information
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8am
to Day Ca m p Blended-Learning Lifeguard Certification Course for new lifeguards
6 pm or those with certification expired by more than 30 days.
March 30 - April 3, 2026 Course Information:
$191.09 - Resident Ages American Red Cross

$209.30 - Non-Resident 5-12 Certification

Activities Lifeguarding (including
Arts & Crafts | Outdoor & Gym Play | Group Games ‘/ Deep Water) with
Free Play | Themed Activities | & Morg! CPR/AED & First Aid
Location .
Sames Park Extended Day Care Registration Deadline: Spring 2026
350 S. McPherrrin Ave, Friday, March 20, 2026 mma Course Dates
Monterey Park, CA 91754 -

March 30 - April 3, 2026
8:00 am - 6:00 pm

George Elder Park Pool
9 1950 Wilcox Ave.
Q%> Monterey Park, CA 91755

-

.
LI

‘.v“ ﬁ" E?*

-
L, (626) 307-1451
E srodriguezi@montereypark.ca.gov
wiww.montereypark.ca.gov/daycare

Hlr|c

Houswa Fhrms ICr-_NTt-n

RANDOM ACTS OF FAIR HOUSING

COFFEE & DONUTS WITH WORKSHOP
OUR FIREFIGHTERS LANDLORDS | PROPIETARIOS | BER

LET’S SPREAD KINDNESS: DATE | FECHA | H :
Join us on February 6™ , to thank our station 61 firefighters! We will be I | B L.
enjoying some hot coffee and delicious donuts and spend an amazing Thursday, February 12, 2026 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
morning interacting with our firefighters! Let’s make this day memorable Jueves, 12 de febrero de 2026 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
and filled with love and kindness! EHIM, 20265F2F12H % -6-8%h

71 71 71 71 /1 71 /1 21 TOPICS | TEMAS | &8

e Fair housing laws and protections for families with children,
disability accommodations, and more | Derechos de vivienda
justa para familias, inmigrantes, adaptaciones para personas

l - ‘_ . con discapacidadesy mas | A EREZEMHBZFHOREZ R
‘ - BEAEESS

== e Spanish and Chinese interpretation provided | Interpretacion

: -- == en Espanol y Chino sera proveida | #2 A It o &5 K& o X 8l

LOCATION | LUGAR | ihZh:

In Person: Monterey Park City Hall - Community Room 102

F E B U A R Y BT H 2 0 2 6 320 W. Newmark Ave., Monterey Park, CA 91754
7 - 3 0 A. M - 9 = ob A M Online via Zoom: https://us06web.zoom.us/|/85734035925

350 W NEWMARK AVE, MONTEREY PARK, CA 91754

Registration is encouraged at | Se recomienda registrarse | &5 FCh:

Kindness www.housingrightscenter.org/workshops

QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS EVENT? | PREGUNTAS SOBRE ESTE EVENTO?A B LLE B ELfth 5ER ?
OUTREACH@HOUSINGRIGHTSCENTER.ORG
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Authors Luncheon Features One of Its Own Members

By Lovey Sherman, AAUW Alhambra-San Gabriel Branch

American Association of University Women (AAUW)
Alhambra-San Gabriel Branch hosted their annual Authors
Luncheon at United Methodist Church, 9 N. Almansor St,
Alhambra, on Saturday, January 24 from 12 to 2 p.m.

Members of the Alhambra-San Gabriel Branch have a
proud history of supporting authors whose themes are
diverse, equitable, and inclusive. Father Gregory Boyle,
founder of Homeboy Industries, the world’s largest
gang-intervention and rehabilitation program, spoke
about “Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Bound- less
Compassion,” a book recollecting his decades serving in
the barrio. Kyoko Nancy Oda introduced her translation
of her grandfather’s journal, “Tule Lake Stockade Diary,”
when he was incarcerated at Tule Lake Camp during
WWII. Dr. Gary Scott highlighted the stained -glass art
of Isabel and Edith Piczek in “The Universe Speaks: The
Monumental Sacred Arts of Isabel and Edith Piczek,” a
self-published volume.

AAUW member Jackie Fisher, was very honored to be
added to the list of authors who have shared at this annual
event. She shed light on the mystery of where ideas for

books originate, and some of the tools she uses to focus
on writing. Jackie began her writing journey by creating
and self-publishing “Adventures on Tuesdays,” a chapter
book for young readers.

In 2018, After sending many queries to agents and
publishers, Reagan Roth of Black Rose Writing contracted
with Jackie to publish “Courage Found,” a middle grade
novel. To promote the book, Jackie travelled to Salem,

NY, where part of the story takes place, and spoke with
the historical society there. She held book talks with
parents about cyberbullying, one of the book's themes,

presented on panels at book fairs, and read in classrooms.

In 2019, Jackie began working on her “Courage to Fly,”
a young adult novel. She works with the Writers' Club of
Whittier revising and editing her manuscript as well as

giving positive criticism to other writers about their writing.

Chapters of “Courage to Fly” are submitted for a Masters
Review competition.

To learn more about the branch's many programs and
activities, please visit https://alhsangab-ca.aauw.net/
about-us/.

T—

FEB 2nd | 6:00 - 7:00 PM

Langley Center
400 W Emerson Ave,

R’ 624-307-1388

4> BARNES PARK

POOL REVITALIZATION

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

Join us and provide input on conceptual designs for the
sed revitalization of the Barnes Park community pool.

Smrﬂ your feedback, ask questions, and help shape @
that reflects the needs and priorities of our community.

UPCOMING MEETING

|'ecrealion@mon!ereypurk.ca.gov
% whwnw mantereypa rk.ca. gnh',."' berr 11::.pﬂc|

cility

Discover a great place to

A

Hear what our employees have to say:
& 97% of employees enjoy the work they do
® 95% of employees feel they have
opportunities to learn & grow
99% of employees feel they make a positive
impact in the community
95% of employees value the positive
relationships they have at work

www.governmentjobs.com/careers/montereypark

DISCOUNTED
TICKETS

LOLE

Jackie Fisher preparing for a book talk.

v

—-—

CITY OF MONTEREY PARK
PROJECT NOTICE

OUTDOOR COURTS
IMPROVEMENTS

February 2 - April 13 crews will be repairing
concrete and resurfacing ouldoor courts
throughout the city. Work will take place in a
park-by-park process to-allow for continued

access to tennis and pickleball courts.

Project Funded By:

et

INTUIT DOME

FRIDAY,

2026

To purchase tickets, scan the QR code or visit
montereypark.co.gov/Cippers. Tickets will be sent vio the Intuit Dome
app prior to the game. Attendees are responsible for their own
tronsportation. For questions, contoct the Recreotion & fommunity
Services Department at recreation@montereypork.co.gov.

INFORMATION
SUCCESS PRINTING: (626) 280-5199

(Simon) E-mail: success668@yahoo.com
(Stephanie) E-mail: successprinting.ad@gmail.com
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BUSINESS CONNECT

By Economic Development Division staff

Get ready to fall head over heels for Monterey Park
this February!

This Valentine’s Day, skip the usual chocolates

and flowers. Treat your loved ones and yourself to L ® v E
something memorable right here at home. Savor the

diverse flavors of our renowned restaurants, discover
hidden gems in local shops, and rediscover the charm
of our City.

MONTEREY PARK
Shop 8 Dine focal

Small businesses are the backbone of our local economy. When you dine and shop
local, you’re not just buying a product or service, you’re investing in the families,
dreams, and character that make Monterey Park special.

Join us this February and share your love for Monterey Park with your loved ones
by supporting local businesses and celebrating the treasures in our community.

Love Monterey Park. Shop & Dine Local!

Meetup with the Mayor

Join us for informal conversations with the Mayor:

¢ Tuesday, February 24, 5 p.m., at La Diosa De Los Moles,
Monterey Park, 91755.

e Monday, March 23, 5 p.m., at Jumpin’ Lobster, 2120 S.
Atlantic Blvd., Monterey Park, 91754.

These meetings are your chance to connect with our
Mayor, learn more about Monterey Park, and support local
businesses. We hope to see you there!

Ready, Set, Bid: LA Olympics 2028 Contracting
For Small Businesses

Join the City of Monterey Park for “Win the Bid: 2028 LA
Olympics Small Business Procurement Opportunities” — a
free webinar on Tuesday, March 10, 2026. Learn how local
small businesses can prepare to compete for LA 2028
Olympics-related procurement opportunities, including
practical steps to strengthen your bidding readiness. Register today and position
your business to pursue upcoming contract opportunities. Learn more at www.
montereypark.ca.gov/MPBA.

WOHIEELY FART

BUSNESS ALLIANCE

Bag Requirements at Grocery and Retail Stores

California law (SB1053) now prohibits groceries and retail stores
from providing single use plastic carryout bags at checkouts,
pickups, or deliveries. Stores may provide recycled paper
carryout bags for a minimum charge of $0.10 per bag, and
customers may continue to use reuseable bags. Learn more at
https://calrecycle.ca.gov/plastics/bagrequirements/.

1

Entrepreneurship Academy Grants
Entrepreneurship Academy Grants provide up to $2,000 to
entrepreneurs and small business owners who graduate from
DEQ’s Entrepreneurship Academies to help them launch or
grow their businesses. The 8-10 week cohort-based programs,
launched in 2024 with four regional partners, equip participants
with business, marketing, and financial plans, along with
foundational strategies and resources for growth.

d rtment
u?g:onnnﬂl:

opportunity

COUMNTY OF LOE ANCELES

Learn more at https://opportunity.lacounty.gov/sbmf/.

California’s Small Business Support Network (SCALE)

California’s Small Business Support Network
A’; : l by

(SCALE) connects entrepreneurs with trusted

business advisors to support your journey from big

idea to successful exit. Through no-cost one-on- Sutcess | CapmaL Actess | LEADERSHIP Fok ENTREPRENEDRS
one advice, low-cost training, and guidance at every

stage of growth, SCALE helps small businesses access the right resources to start,
grow, and scale. Advisors work closely with you to identify funding opportunities
and connect you with the right lender when capital is needed. Most services are
offered at little to no cost, with virtual consulting and training available. Learn more
at https://calosba.ca.gov/.

SBA Resources

Business owners interested in attending free workshops can
take advantage of a variety of informative sessions offered

by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) Los Angeles
District Office. These workshops are designed to help
entrepreneurs and small business owners succeed, with topics
including:

e How to Start a Business

¢ Introduction to Cybersecurity

¢ Introduction to SBA Programs and Services

¢ Introduction to Government Contracting

e SBA Lending Programs

¢ Access to Capital

¢ SBA Certifications

e ADA Physical Property and Website Overview.

For more information, contact the SBA Los Angeles District Office at 213-634-3845
or visit https://www.sba.gov/district/los-angeles.

Available Commercial Properties

~ In partnership with local brokers, the City of Monterey
Park Economic Development Team assists businesses
seeking commercial, industrial, office, or vacant
properties in Monterey Park. Whether you're planning
to relocate or expand, our team is ready to support
you every step of the way —contact us today, and let's
make your vision a reality!

Discover Beloved Local Spots

Monterey Park is home to many beloved businesses that have shaped our
community for years. They add to the City's unique charm and character, and every
visit helps keep our local economy strong and vibrant. Let's continue to celebrate
and support the places that make Monterey Park truly special!

k

o s N 2
ATEANTIC REAFDIGD & BIM Y16
BH0 N ATLANTIC HEVID STR 260

Bhap K Diaw focrad

Exciting new businesses are making their mark in our city! We’re excited to
welcome passionate entrepreneurs who are choosing Monterey Park to grow
their dreams. Let’s continue supporting locals and celebrating what makes our
community special.

Take a look at the recent ribbon-cutting ceremony welcoming La Diosa de Los
Moles, our newest addition to the city, located at 1965 Potrero Grande Dr.,
Monterey Park.

New Business Opening? Put the Spotlight on Your Business!
The City of Monterey Park, in partnership with the Monterey Park Business Alliance
(MPBA), is here to support your new business opening! We can assist with grand
openings and ribbon-cutting ceremonies and help promote your business to the
community.

Be featured in an upcoming Business Connect e-newsletter to share your business
story and offerings. Contact the Economic Development team at 626-307-1385 or
econdev@montereypark.ca.gov.
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Recreation and Community Services Department

CLASSES AND PROGRAMS

Online and phone registration available at www.montereypark.ca.gov/classes or 626-307-1388

Refund policy: All refunds must be requested before the second scheduled
class meeting. Please note that any applicable registration or processing fees are
not refundable. Participants are entitled to a full refund if an activity is cancelled
by the Recreation and Community Services Department. All aquatic swim lesson
registration fees are not refundable unless the City cancels a class.

In-Person Indoor Classes

Shotokan Karate Do (Monthly)
Shotokan Karate-Do will help students develop mobility,
balance, awareness, reflexes, timing, and discipline.
Promotional rankings are available. Friday class is
optional. Students must verify holiday make ups with
instructor. Ages 6.5+ years. 6yo may be approved by
instructor. Richard Kageyama, Langley Center.
Mon/Wed/Fri 6:30-7:45 p.m.  $35/month Child
$37/month Adult

Wing Chun Kung Fu (Monthly)
Introduction to Aumei Kung Fu including the official
history of Wing Chun, Desui, Chi Kung, and their
philosophy in fundamental training, and applications in
all ranges, long, short, grappling, rejuvenation breathing
exercise, and weapons. Tom Wong, Garvey Ranch Park
Community Room.

Sat (Introductory)
Sat (Intermediate)

L
e
$89
$89

9-10 a.m.
10-11 a.m.

American Nippon Kenpo (Monthly)

Nippon kenpo uses self-defense techniques in striking, kicking, throwing, reverse-
holds, ground combat, grappling, and judo. Balance, coordination, stretching,
strengthening, and cardiovascular fitness will equip each student to reach their
goals in martial arts skills. Manuel Nunez, Barnes Park Service Club.

Tue (4-7 yrs) 5-5:55 p.m. $34

Tue (8+ yrs) 6-6:55 p.m. $34

Chinese Reading Class — Ages 5-13 (Monthly - First 4 Sundays)
The purpose of the Mandarin learning course is to
provide a fun and engaging learning experience
for students aged 5 to 13. It is ideal for beginners
and helps build a strong foundation in the
Chinese language. Students will learn basic
conversation, Chinese rhymes, and proper writing
through stroke order practice - all through fun
activities, games, music, and arts & crafts. My Ms
Panda, Garvey Ranch Community Room.
Sunday 9:30-11 a.m. $128

Mommy & Me Chinese Class - Ages 5 & under

(Monthly - First 4 Sundays)

Children will learn basic Mandarin through songs, stories, and playful reading
games. They'll explore new words, simple Chinese characters, and early reading
skills in a happy, hands-on way - all while building confidence and a love for
Mandarin language! My Ms Panda, Garvey Ranch Community Room.

Sunday 9-9:30 a.m. $99

Yoga & Pilates (Monthly)

This class features stretching exercises and yoga
poses to help develop strength, flexibility, and body
toning, with more focus on stretching the back/hip
muscles. Katalina’s professional dance teaching
technique of flow Pilates will strengthen the entire
body. Class exercises are taught for all levels of
fitness — beginner or advanced. Katalina B, Sierra Vista Park Community Room.
Mon 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. $40

Pickleball 101 (Monthly - First 4 Wednesdays)

Come learn the basics of Pickleball! This class will teach all beginners how to hold
paddles, how to strike & top-spin the balls, how to count scores, all basic play rules
& etiquette at courts, and basic strategies to win. Students must bring their own
paddle. Peter Lin, Barnes Park Gym.
Wednesdays 9-10:30 a.m. $50

Breakthrough Sports Basketball (Monthly)

Breakthrough Sports award-winning programs for youth basketball. More
information on each specific class can be found at online registration.

MPK Minis by Breakthrough Sports Little Hoopers

Breakthrough Sports developed a learn to play basketball program with one goal in
mind: instilling the basic fundamentals of basketball in a fun environment for kids
3-7 years of age in Southern California. Our out-of-the-box approach to teaching
basketball makes this class a must! Barnes Park Gym.

Wed 4-5 p.m. $80-100

Breakthrough Sports Basketball Training Academy

Our weekly basketball training offers a different weekly curriculum designed
to develop mechanics, improve basketball IQ and boost confidence in a fun
environment. Barnes Park Gym.
Wed (K-5th) 5-6 p.m.
Wed (6th-8th) 6-7 p.m.

$80-100
$80-100

Laurinda’s Line Dance

A variety of music from Cha Cha, Rumba, Swing,

Tango, Waltz, and upbeat modern. Improves memory,
coordination, and builds stamina. Requirement: Must be
able to adapt to loud music and some line dance. Ages
18-70 yrs. Laurinda Truong, Langley Center.

Jan 6-Mar 31 (No class 2/17) Tue 6:30-9:30 p.m.

1

Line Dancing

$104
-~

Salsa Dance Class
Get in shape while having fun moving to Latin rhythm. We will start
with a variety of footwork followed by partnering dance to Latin
rhythm. Dorothy Tsu & Moses Navarro, Langley Center.
Jan 11-Mar 22 (No class 2/1) Sun 11 a.m.-12:15 p.m. $126

Dance Fitness

Join a fun, all-inclusive dance fitness class, perfect for all fitness levels! Groove to
energizing music with easy-to-follow moves that can be modified for your pace.
Enjoy a full-body workout in this supportive space while having fun and expressing
yourself, regardless of dance experience. Ages 18+. Megan Lee, Garvey Ranch
Park Community Room.
Mar 12-Apr 16 Thu 6-7 p.m. $120

Taiko Drumming

Taiko drumming will increase your strength, flexibility, stamina, and coordination

in a fun and healthy way. This class does not require previous experience and will
enhance your sense of rhythm and appreciation of music. Michael Naishtut, Sierra
Vista Park Community Room.
8 weeks: Feb 17 - Apr 7 $160

Tue 6-7:30 p.m.

In-Person Outdoor Classes

Hitting Fundamentals for Beginning to Advanced Baseball / Fast-pitch Softball
30-Minute Private Instruction. Designed to teach boys/girls fundamentals of hitting.
Students will get repetition by utilizing the latest tee drills, flip drills and front toss
drills. Need your own bat and batting helmet. Contact instructor for times and days
available. Jay Simper, 626-664-4583, La Loma Field.

Private Lessons: (4 lessons total)  8yrs to 18yr $134

Johnny Allen Tennis Classes

Available for people of all ages. More information on each specific class can be
found at online registration. For more information and rainy-day makeup policy,
please visit www.johnnyallentennis.com or call 1-844-9TENNIS (1-844-983-6647).

2026 Sessions:

(Winter Session 3) Feb 17-Mar 5
(Winter Session 4) Mar 10-Mar 26
(Spring Session 1) Mar 31-Apr 16

Johnny Allen Tennis - Tiny Aces Tennis Class (3-5 yrs)

Highlands Park  Tue & Thu 4:15-5 p.m. $108
Johnny Allen Tennis - Little Aces Tennis Class (6-8 yrs)
Highlands Park  Tue & Thu 5-6 p.m. $128
Johnny Allen Tennis — Junior Aces Tennis Class (9-12 yrs)
Highlands Park  Tue & Thu 6-7 p.m. $128
Johnny Allen Tennis — High School Aces Tennis Class (13-17 yrs)
Highlands Park  Tue & Thu 7-8 p.m. $128
Johnny Allen Tennis — Adult Cardio Tennis Class (18+ yrs)
Highlands Park  Tue & Thu 8-9 p.m. $128

Youth Sports League
Registration available at rec.montereypark.ca.gov

Breakthrough Sports Basketball League
Youth basketball league available for boys and girls, K-8th grade level. Evaluations,
8 practices, 8 games, end-of-season tournament, custom uniforms (shorts &
jersey), trophies, all-star game, paid coaches — no volunteers, high-level curriculum,
league website with stats, standings, schedule and more. Contact the Recreation
and Community Services Department for inquiries
regarding late registration.

George Elder Park Gym Thursdays & Sundays
(K-2nd) 4:30-5:30 p.m.  $225
(3rd-5th) 5:30-6:30 p.m.  $225
(6th-8th) 6:30-7:30 p.m.  $225

Off-Site Recreational Classes

BLee’s Kung Fu & Tai Chi (Monthly)

Self-Defense awareness course and novice kung fu skills. Classes cover learning
blocking, striking, kicking, evading, and footwork. Develop skills that are with you
wherever you go. Understand street smarts, personal boundaries, avoiding grabs,
and precision strikes. Expert instructor with over 40+ years of experience. Ages
16+. Location: 5423 Rosemead Blvd, San Gabriel, CA 91776.

3 Classes per week $109 Monthly
Mon/Wed 7:15-8:30 p.m.
Tue/Thu 6-7:15 p.m.
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In-Person Senior Classes at Langley Center

Mature Driving Class (Monthly)

Mature driver improvement course is designed for
drivers 55 and older and provide instruction on
defensive driving, California motor vehicle laws,
updates on rules of the road and the effects that
medication, fatigue, alcohol, visual, or auditory
limitations have on a person’s driving ability. Course
completion certificate will be issued following class.
Monterey Park Police Department, Langley Center AB Room.
Call for Exact Date (Wed) 8a.m.-430 p.m. $1

Friendship Chorus

Sing in a Chinese Choir group with experienced instructors for over 30 years. Ages
50+. Jia Fang Su, Langley Center Friendship Room.

Jan7-Mar25 Wed 10a.m.-12p.m. $75

Beginner Yoga

Good for beginners who are new to yoga, this class emphasizes breathing, body
awareness, steadiness, balance, and patience, helping students increase flexibility
and strength. Ages 50+. Natalie La, Langley Center Friendship Room.

Feb 11 -May 13 Wed 3:30 p.m.-4:30p.m. $75

May’s Tai Chi Class

Learn and train in the fundamental skills of Tai Chi to
improve coordination, strength, flexibility, and mental
agility. You will learn a variety of styles, such as Yang and
Chen styles Tai Chi Chuan, Tai Chi Fan, Tai Chi Sword,
and Health Qigong. Ages 50+. Sing May Chen, Langley
Center Friendship Room.

Intermediate — Chen Tai Chi & Tai Chi Sword

Jan3-Mar21 Sat 9-10 a.m. $150
Beginner — Yang Tai Chi & Health Qigong
Jan3-Mar21 Sat 10-11 a.m. $150

International Folk Dance

Explore folk dances from different countries around the world. Have fun learning
about new cultures and while engaging in a rhythm activity for all. Ages 50+. Cindy
Fang, Langley Center Friendship Room.

Jan2-Mar27  Fri 9a.m.-12:30 p.m. $30

Taiko Drumming

Taiko drumming will increase your strength, flexibility,
stamina, and coordination in a fun and healthy way.
This class does not require previous experience and
will enhance your sense of rhythm and appreciation
of music. Ages 50+. Michael Naishtut, Langley Center
Friendship Room.

8 weeks: Feb 17 — Apr 7 Tue

Genki Taiko 1 (Moderate) 9-10 a.m. $120
GenKi Taiko 2 (Int & Adv) 10-11 a.m. $120
Beginner 11a.m.-12p.m.  $120

Free Drop-In Daily Activities and Programs at
Langley Senior Center

Billiards, Ping-Pong & Fithess Room

Mon, Wed, Fri 8 a.m.-5 p.m. and Tue & Thu 8 a.m.-8 p.m.
Bridge Play

Tue 12-4 p.m. and Thu 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Bunka-Japanese Embroidery
Sat 9-11 a.m.

Chess Club

Mon 8 a.m.-10:30 a.m.

Crochet and Knitting

Tue 9-11 a.m.

Happy Tuesday Karaoke

Tue 12:30-5 p.m.

Jewelry Making Support Group hosted by Dept of Mental Health
1st and 3rd Wed 1:30-3 p.m.
Joyful Karaoke

Thu 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Karaoke & Dancing
Mon 12-4:30 p.m.
Kimekomi Doll Making
2nd & 4th Wed 12-2:30 p.m.
Jennie's Line Dance
Mon, Thu, Fri 9-10 a.m.
Line Dance

Wed & Fri 10-11 a.m. and Tue & Thu 9-10 a.m.
Lovey Karaoke

1st & 2nd Sun 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Mah Jong

Mon, Wed & Fri 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Tai Chi

Mon 9-10 a.m.

World Cultural Dance

Sat 10 a.m.-12 p.m.

Yuen Chi Dance

Mon-Thu 8-10 a.m.

Sat 8-10 a.m.

What’s imthe Sky for February

By David Nakamoto, Los Angeles Astronomical Society

@+
. /T\
On February 1, the Sun rises at 6:50 a.m.

and sets at 5:24 p.m. Venus and Mars are too close to the Sun and
they are not safe to observe. Saturn sets in the west at 8:59 p.m. and
is 16 arcseconds wide. Neptune sets in the west at 9:06 p.m. and is
2.2 arcseconds wide and on the 15th is at coordinates Right Ascension
0Oh 4m 9s with a declination of -0° 58' 41". Uranus sets in the west-
northwest at 1:46 a.m. and is 3.7 arcseconds wide, and on the 15th is
at coordinates Right Ascension 3h 41m 8s with a declination of +19°
25' 29", Jupiter sets in the west-northwest at 5:30 a.m. and is 45
arcseconds wide.

M The Planets and the Moon

The Moon is full on February 1, last quarter
on the 9th, new on the 17th and first quarter
on the 24th. Mars is close to the Sun all
month long and it is not safe to observe.

On February 6, Mercury sets in the west-southwest at 6:24 p.m., and
the Sun sets at 5:29 p.m., 55 minutes earlier. The planet is 92-percent
illuminated and 5.3 arcseconds wide. Before the 6th, the planet is close
to the Sun and not safe to observe. Do not observe any planet when it
comes close to the Sun, for the danger to the eyes is great.

On February 28, The Sun rises at 6:23 a.m. and sets at 5:49 p.m.
Mercury sets in the west at 6:45 p.m., 56 minutes after sunset. The
planet is 14-percent illuminated and 9.3 arcseconds wide. Venus sets
in the west-southwest at 6:48 p.m., 59 minutes after the Sun sets.
Neptune sets at 7:24 p.m. Saturn sets at 7:27 p.m. Uranus sets in the
west-northwest at 12:01 a.m. Jupiter sets in the west-northwest at
3:36 a.m. and is 43 arcseconds wide.

Garvey Ranch Park Observatory is located on the east end of Garvey
Ranch Park. Parking is available on the west side of South Orange
Ave., south of Graves Ave. The observatory is open every Wednesday
night from 7:30-10 p.m. and staffed by volunteers from the Los Angeles
Astronomical Society. Admission and viewing through the telescope
are free. For more info, please visit www.laas.org; www.facebook.com/
losangelesastronomicalsociety; or call 213-673-7355. Garvey Ranch
Park is located at 781 S. Orange Avenue, Monterey Park, CA 91755.
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Happily Ever After
Romance Panel
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V Saturday, February 7
* v 2 P.M. in the Friends Room

OUT OF THIS
WORLD

ALIEN PARTY
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 26
3:30 PM
STORYTIME ROOM

Learn
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the Library & ™
for Adults » - ™

-

* English classes

= Citizenship
preparation

» 1-1 tutoring

Classes begin
February 23

Feburary 2026

318 South Ramona Avenue, Monterey Park
Monday and Tuesday: 12 - 8 p.m.
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. * Sunday: Closed
Call us at (626) 307-1333 » Text us at (626) 283-6062

For more information, scan the QR codes or visit www.montereypark.ca.gov/Library
Follow us on Instagram and Facebook @MontereyParkLib

Adult Events

Happily Ever After Romance Panel

Saturday, February 7 at 2 p.m. in the Friends Room

Join us for a fun-filled afternoon talking about books that celebrate love,
diversity and romance with popular authors Jeannie Choe, Jayci Lee, and
Julie Tieu! This event includes an interactive panel, author meet-and-
greet, and book signings. Books by featured authors will be available for
purchase alongside a free sample of boba courtesy of DYM Books &
Boba. Space is limited, and registration is required. To register, call Adult
Services beginning January 10.

VITA Clinic with Chinatown Service Center

Mondays & Tuesdays from 12:30 - 7 p.m. and Thursdays from 10:30 a.m. - 5 p.m. in the
Computer Lab

Chinatown Service Center will be at the Library February through April with their
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Clinic. This program offers free tax preparation
for low-income taxpayers with annual incomes under $69,000. Services are available in
Cantonese, Mandarin and English. For more information or to register, visit
www.cscla.org/vita or call Chinatown Service Center at (213) 808-1795.

Eﬁﬁﬁ@ Teen Events

Junior Friends Meeting & Palentines Day

Friday, February 13 at 4:30 p.m. in the Friends Room

Teens 14-18 can learn about Junior Friends, a volunteer group offering
leadership and service opportunities with the Library. After the meeting,
join us for a lively round of Speed Friending to make new connections.

Lunar New Year Plushie Workshop for Teens

Saturday, February 21 at 3 p.m. in the Friend Room

Celebrate the Lunar New Year by sewing your own adorable horse plushie. To register,
visit the Reference Desk or call Adult/Teen Services.

Children’s Events
Take & Make Craft Kit

Kits available starting February 2 at the Children’s Desk

Kids ages 5 to 12 will explore their creativity through a take-home
craft project. This month, kids will focus on creating an art piece
inspired by Alma Thomas’ The Eclipse. Kits will be provided on a first-
come, first-served basis, while supplies last.

InbeTWEENers Club

Thursday, February 5 at 4 p.m. in the Storytime Room
Tweens in grades 5th to 8th are invited to the InbeTWEENers, a club just for tweens!
This month, we will be making edible candy slime.

Lunar New Year Storytime and Craft

Tuesday, February 17 at 6:30 p.m. in the Storytime Room

Join us for a special Family Storytime for Lunar New Year! Kids of all ages can
enjoy stories, songs and rhymes followed by a craft to celebrate the Year of the
Horse!

Out of This World Alien Party

Thursday, February 26 at 3:30 p.m. in the Children’s Department

A party so fun, it's out of this world! Kids of all ages are invited to celebrate their
favorite science fiction, space and alien stories with games, crafts and more fun
activities!

LAMP Literacy Spring Semester English Classes

Improve your reading, writing and speaking skills! English as a
Second Language (ESL) classes, conversation classes and
citizenship preparation classes are free, and the 15-week Spring
Semester begins February 23. All students must complete a pre-test
before joining and must have proper personal identification. Register
in the LAMP office or visit the Library website to view the class
schedule.

Apply Now for a U.S. Passport

Apply for a U.S. passport at the Library. Services are by appointment only. To
schedule an appointment and review the required documents and fees, visit the
Library website or call Passport Services at (626) 307-1357.
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Student Leaders Highlight the Power of Art at Therapicasso’s Second Annual Gala

By Nicole Del Villar, AUSD Communications Intern

The youth-led nonprofit Therapicasso recently hosted its second annual art exhibit | | |
and fundraising gala, bringing together more than 150 guests, including students,
educators, and elected officials such as Congresswoman Judy Chu. Held at the
Courtyard by Marriott Los Angeles in Monterey Park, the gala’s theme, “A Night of
New Beginnings,” highlighted healing, creativity, and youth leadership. The event
showcased the expansion of the nonprofit’s student-led chapters and its ongoing
mission to transform mental health advocacy into creative action. Therapicasso
was founded by Gabby Wong and Joshua Ferriere, Class of 2025 alumni of Mark
Keppel High School, in the aftermath of the Monterey Park shooting. Their goal
was to provide creative mental health workshops and leadership opportunities that
empower students to use their creativity as a “tool for transformation.”

S

The gala opened with a display of student artwork, followed by an interactive
activity inviting attendees to write a “Memory Postcard” to their future selves. The
postcards encouraged guests to reflect on growth, meaningful moments, and who
they hope to become. For $5, Therapicasso offered to mail the letters back to
participants in a year. The night then continued with the main program, featuring
speeches from Congressmember Judy Chu, AUSD Superintendent Dr. Denise
Jaramillo, and student testimonials from Therapicasso leaders. Dr. Jaramillo stated
that the nonprofit is “making a positive difference” in the lives of AUSD elementary
school students and shared that she is proud to have seen this organization

grow and to feel like an unofficial “founding member” and early supporter.
Congressmember Chu added that Therapicasso’s work demonstrates “what vision
can do to transform a community.”

This collage shows some highlights from Therapicasso’s “A Night of New

Audrey Tamanaha, Therapicasso’s current chapter president at Mark Keppel High Beginnings” Gala, which featured student artwork, leadership presentations,
School, reflected on the organization’s meaning across the community and in her and community celebration. (Photo Credit: Stanley Kwok & Meghan Teo, AUSD
own life. “Therapicasso is a platform for me to advocate for what I’'m passionate Communications Interns)

about and to create the change | want to see in this world,” Tamanaha said. She

also sees the nonprofit as a way to “develop my leadership skills and also uplift opportunities for “access to arts education and mental health services, teaching
others in their journeys of becoming leaders.” students self-care, identity, and expression through art.”

At San Gabriel High School, chapter president Ariana Dena said, “Stepping into the SAC member Drexel Ngo added that the organization shows “how strong our
role of president” has turned her “personal growth into something purposeful.” She community is and just how strong we are as people.”
explained that Therapicasso has given her a space where “l no longer have to hide

from the struggles of being treated differently,” and that “seeing my cabinet and After a delicious dinner and reflections from key speakers, the night ended with
volunteers using strategies I’'ve taught them” is what she wishes she had as her prize drawings featuring donations from numerous organizations and community
younger self, reminding her of why the work matters. members. From theater tickets to Popmart blind boxes, attendees purchased

tickets for an opportunity to win various prizes. The event commemorated the work
Members of AUSD’s Student Advisory Council (SAC) also noted Therapicasso’s of more than 20 chapter members, 30 ambassadors, and 40 volunteers, all working
impact. Student Board Member Keiko Rakin said the nonprofit provides to improve mental health resource availability across LA County.

MKHS Stuclents Continue Run as AUSD Schools Prepare to Welcome

“Congressional App Challenge” Finalists | | Families for Open House Season

By Alhambra Unified School District By Alhambra Unified School District
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2026 OPEMN HOUSE DATES

Challenge. Friends for over ten years, the team has continued to collaborate
on technology-based coding projects throughout their academic journey,

SITE |  oame GRADE TIME |
Baldwin 3/25/26 TH - Bth 5:30 - T:00 p.m. |
Brightwood 4/29/26 TK - Bth $:30 - 7:00 pum. 1
Emery Park | 2626 TH - 8th £:00 - 6:30 p.m. ';
Fremont 3/25/26 TK - 8th 5:30 - :00 p.m. E
Garfield 3/26/26 TK - 8th 5:30 - 7:00 pum.
Granada 2626 TH - 8th £:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Marguerita 3/26/26 TK - 8th PTA @ 4:30 - 5:00 p.m. =
Classrooms @ 5:00 - 6:30 pam, |
Monterey Highlands 3/26//26 TH - 8th 5200 - 7:00 p.m. oy
Morthrup | wzsiz6 TK - Bth 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.
Park Gf 15726 TK - 8th £:30 - 7:00 pum. - |
Ramona | 5f13/26 TH - 8th 5200 - 7:00 p.m.
& | Repeito 3/25/26 TH - Bth S:30 - T:00 pom. g
Ynez 3/ 25/26 TK - 8th 5200 - 7:00 p.m.
1 Moor Field | an6/26 Preschool 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. i
’ LIFT 3/26/26 | Adult Transition 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. |
Mark Keppel High School students Evan Lau, Drexel Ngo, Alina Ramos, ..f': | AHS | 3/26/26 oth - 12th 5:30 - 8:00 pJm. l
and Athicha Chanpradub (left to right) have been named finalists for the MKHS 2/12/26 oth - 12th 5:00 - §:00 pamn. y
fourth consecutive year in Representative Judy Chu’s Congressional App i SGHS 2/26/26 gth - 12th 4:00 - 8:00 pom. E‘
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advancing each year in this competitive program that highlights student Alhambra Unified School District schools will soon welcome families to
innovation and problem solving. This year, the students developed EyeMAX, campus for their upcoming Open Houses. These evenings will offer an

an updated version of their second place app from last year, EyeSpeak. opportunity to see classroom displays and learn more about the engaging work
The app enables users to control a computer and a robotic arm through students have been doing throughout the year. While most Open Houses will
eye movement, facial recognition, and voice commands, offering additional take place in March or later, the season begins this month with Mark Keppel
support for individuals with physical disabilities. The team was recognized High School on February 13th and San Gabriel High School on February 26th.
at the Congressional App Challenge awards ceremony, held at Caltech on Families are encouraged to attend, connect with teachers, and experience
January 17, 2026. Final results will be published soon, but their streak of four- highlights of students’ learning during the 2025-2026 school year. Family

time repeating finalists is already a huge accomplishment to be celebrated by involvement and encouragement play an important role in student success,

their school, our district, and our entire community. and Open Houses are a meaningful way to show that support.
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Brightwood Theatre Company Brings Laughter and Heart to Romeo and

Juliet Together (and Alive!) at Last

By Alhambra Unified School District

Brightwood School recently presented Romeo and Juliet Together (and Alive!)
at Last, offering audiences a lively and humorous take on Shakespeare’s
classic story. The production blended comedy, charm, and creativity in a play-
within-a-play that kept viewers engaged from start to finish.

Adapted from the novel by Avi, the story centers on two shy classmates,
Pete Saltz and Anabell Stackpoole, who secretly like each other but are

too nervous to speak up. Their well meaning friends devise a plan to bring
them together by casting them as Romeo and Juliet in a school play. As the
performance unfolds, forgotten lines, missed cues, and onstage mishaps
create intentional chaos, leading to a surprisingly sweet outcome.

Brightwood’s student performers embraced the comedy of the script while
also capturing the nerves and excitement of putting on a school production.
The cast demonstrated talent and confidence throughout the performance as
they navigated the fast paced scene changes and layered storytelling, The
result was a show that balanced humor with heart and highlighted the joy of
live theatre.

Behind the scenes, a dedicated team of students worked to support the
production’s technical demands. Crew members managed lighting, sound,
costumes, sets, and stage operations, ensuring that each moment onstage
ran smoothly. Their work required precision and teamwork, and they played an
essential role in the success of the show.

Drama teacher and director Amy Hughson guided more than 40 students
through the ambitious production, supporting both the cast and crew
throughout rehearsals and performances. Under her leadership, students
gained valuable experience in collaboration, creative problem solving, and the
many elements involved in bringing a theatrical production to life. Hughson
shared, "In selecting this play, | hoped to provide our school community with
a bridge into understanding and performing Shakespeare. | am so proud of
all the actors and tech students for taking on the many challenges of this
production and creating a show that brought so much joy to our audiences."

“Romeo and Juliet: Together (and Alive!) at Last” showcased the talents of
Brightwood'’s young performers and technicians, while building a strong sense of
teamwork and creativity that continues to define the school’s theatre program. (Photo
Credit: Clara Chan & Cheyenne Tougas, AUSD Communications Interns)

The performance reflected a collective effort by the Brightwood theatre
community. Students worked together across disciplines, staff members
provided guidance and support, and families contributed time and
encouragement throughout the process. The production offered students an
opportunity to explore theatre in a fun and accessible way while building skills
that extend beyond the stage.

Alhambra Day Nursery Foundation to Continue Grant and Scholarship

Programs in 2026

By Alhambra Unified School District

The Alhambra Day Nursery (ADN) Foundation will continue its long-
standing financial grant and scholarship programs in 2026, offering funding
opportunities for organizations, educators, and students who support and
serve children within the Alhambra Unified School District community.

Established in 2009, the ADN Foundation’s grant and scholarship programs
have provided more than one million dollars in support of local programs and
students over the past 15 years. Applications for both programs are open now
and will be due on March 13, 2026.

Through its Financial Grant Program, the Foundation invites individuals and
nonprofit organizations to apply for funding for projects that benefit children
living within the AUSD boundaries. (The district includes all of Alhambra,

as well as portions of Monterey Park, San Gabriel, and Rosemead.) Eligible
projects must demonstrate a clear educational focus and show how they
enrich the lives and overall wellbeing of children.

In past years, ADN grants have supported a wide range of programs and
organizations, including teachers, schools, the YMCA, Girl Scouts, and other
community-based groups. Successful applicants will be notified in early May,
with awarded funds available shortly thereafter.

In addition to grants, the Foundation will continue its scholarship program for
students pursuing careers related to early childhood education. Scholarships
are available to graduating seniors from public or private high schools within
the AUSD boundaries, as well as local college students majoring in early
childhood education or a related field.

Eligible high school seniors may receive $1,000 for their first year of college.
Students who remain enrolled and meet program requirements may apply for
additional funding, including $1,000 for their second year and $2,000 for both
their third and fourth years. Applicants must provide proof of registration in
coursework leading toward a degree in early childhood education or a related
discipline.

The Alhambra Day Nursery Foundation was founded in 1943 by a group of
local women who sought to support working mothers by providing childcare
during World War Il. Following the war, the organization continued serving
families through childcare and preschool programs in partnership with the

LB | *E.; . .

Elaine Jong was one of the ADN grant recipients last year. She used the funds to
support a “Make and Take Succulent Workshop” for San Gabriel High School’s PODER
(Pursuing Our Dreams through Education and Responsibility) students. The goal of the
workshop was to teach SGHS students to take care of plants, and by extension, to take
care of themselves (“Take Care: What Plants Teach Us About Self Care”).

Alhambra school district. Over time, ADN evolved its mission to focus on
providing financial support through grants and scholarships that strengthen
programs for children and prepare future educators.

Grant applications will be available starting this month and may be requested
by emailing Ed Aguirre, grant coordinator for the Alhambra Day Nursery
Foundation, at eoaguirre@aol.com. Scholarship applications will also be
available this month through school scholarship coordinators or by contacting
Denise Bieker, ADN scholarship coordinator at atdhbieker@aol.com.

For the 2026 cycle, the Foundation anticipates awarding approximately
$50,000 in grants and $50,000 in scholarships. Individuals and groups in our
community are encouraged to apply for these generous opportunities.
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MKHS Page to Stage Project Brings Student Stories to Life

By Alhambra Unified School District

The Mark Keppel High School drama and music programs continue to
strengthen connections with their feeder schools through the Page to Stage
project, an annual collaboration that brings student storytelling from the
page to a live performance. The project launched in the Fall of 2014 and has
continued each year, even during the pandemic and distance learning when
they pivoted to creating old-fashioned radio shows.

Recently, MKHS students visited Brightwood School, where they performed
three original short plays inspired by stories written by fourth grade students.
Through Page to Stage, elementary students serve as authors, while high
school drama students take on the role of playwrights and performers,
adapting the original stories into short theatrical pieces that are rehearsed and
presented on campus.

This year’s featured works included The World That Can’t Talk, based on

a story by Noah Lin and adapted for the stage by Cheyenne Tougas and

Rai Xiang; The Night and the Fearsome Wizard, written by Owen Sheo and
adapted by Jayden Diep; and Slave to Freedom, written by Nathan Ok and
adapted by Ollijah Bangit. Each performance reflected the creativity of the
original student authors while showcasing the collaboration and dedication of
the MKHS drama students.

Drama teacher Page Phillips explained that the project requires significant
commitment from her students, who balance writing, rehearsals, and
performances alongside their academic responsibilities. “My drama students
work extremely hard each year to create these short plays, and they take a
great deal of pride in the process,” Phillips said. “They understand that they
are bringing someone else’s ideas to life, and that responsibility motivates
them to give their very best.”

In addition to the drama students, MKHS’orchestra students enhance these
productions by writing and performing original music for each show. The
collaboration between the music and drama students has been an invaluable
part of the program’s success. Phillips added that the experience helps
students grow not only as performers, but also as mentors. “They learn how
to communicate clearly, collaborate as a team, and adapt creatively, which are
skills they carry with them beyond the stage,” she said.

Phillips also shared that visiting the younger students is one of her favorite
aspects of the project. “I really enjoy going to the elementary schools and
planting seeds that encourage students to develop a love of the arts,” Phillips

Mark Keppel High School drama students adapt and perform original short plays
inspired by Brightwood School fourth graders. This was part of the annual Page

to Stage project, which connects MKHS performers with their feeder schools and
introduces younger students to the performing arts. (Photo Credit: Karlie Yonemoto,
AUSD Communications Intern)

shared. “My hope is that when these students reach high school in a few
years, they will remember this experience and feel excited to join drama or
music themselves.”

For the last 11 years, Page to Stage has been a labor of love for the students
and teachers involved. The project will continue this month, when MKHS
students will showcase stories written by Monterey Highlands School
students, further celebrating student voice, creativity, and the strong
partnership between schools.

AUSD Honors Local History through Gabrieleno/Tongva Workshops for Third Graders

By Hailey Chau, AUSD Communications Intern

Ramona third graders receive soil and seeds as they
learn to become caretakers of the land. (Photo Credit:
Karlie Yonemoto, AUSD Communications Intern)

Third graders across Alhambra Unified School District recently explored

the authentic local history of the Gabrieleno/Tongva people, the original
inhabitants of the Los Angeles and Orange County Basin. Through the
District’s partnership with the Band of Mission Indians, the Gabrieleno/
Tongva workshop offered students a meaningful opportunity to deepen

their understanding and appreciation of the Indigenous history within their
community. “Gabrieleno” is derived from the Spanish name for San Gabriel,
while “Tongva,” meaning "People of the Earth,” is their tribal name from their
native language. Both names honor their ancestors who lived in defined
territories surrounding the San Gabriel Mission.

“Working directly with the Gabrieleno/Tongva community helps us lift up
their voices, build authentic relationships, and ensure our students learn
from the First Peoples themselves,” said Dr. Lily Jarvis, who has overseen
the partnership and played a key role in its development. “By offering the
workshop to every third grader, AUSD ensures that all students have the
chance to learn this history directly from the original stewards of the land.”

The workshop offered students a firsthand look at Gabrieleno/Tongva history,
with tribal educators introducing their traditional lifestyle and providing hands-
on activities directly connected to their culture. This allowed the third graders
to recognize the significance of the Tongva’s cultural traditions, emphasizing
community and their relationship with nature, specifically their stewardship.
Their sense of community was demonstrated through practices of living
together in villages, gathering food for everyone, and sharing with their elders
out of sincere respect. The Tongva established villages located near streams
and marshlands with fishing sources, with Ya’anga being particularly notable
for its access to the Los Angeles River and strong pre-colonial influence.

Samuel Lopez presents to third graders during a
Gabrieleno/Tongva workshop. (Photo Credit: Karlie
Yonemoto, AUSD Communications Intern)

Students examine artifacts shared by tribal
educators. (Photo Credit: Karlie Yonemoto, AUSD
Communications Intern)

Samuel Lopez, a descendant of the Gabrieleno/Tongva tribe who led the
workshop for third graders at Ramona School, said he hopes students

“gain a deeper respect for this area and an understanding of our culture of
reciprocity.” Lopez also mentioned the importance of teaching the younger
generation about the more challenging chapters of Tongva history. “There’s
beauty in reflecting on the hardships that aren’t talked about as much, but not
dwelling on them.”

By highlighting the tribe’s value of communal responsibility, students were
able to learn how the Gabrieleno/Tongva people honor respect and reciprocity
with the land as they care for nature, give offerings before gathering, and treat
everything in the natural world as sacred. The Tongva maintained balance with
the environment surrounding them by dedicating themselves to the rules of
Mother Nature and ensuring that they did not take more than needed. After
the workshop, one third grader remarked, “I learned that the Tongva people
gave back to nature.”

Teacher Arianna Haft added, “It’s essential to honor the people who came
before us and for students to become aware of different cultures.” The
Gabrieleno/Tongva workshop provided students direct exposure to tribal
communities and diverse cultures, sparking their interest and curiosity rather
than presenting them as just textbook history.

Today, the tribe’s cultural traditions are kept alive through visibility and
educational initiatives like this to showcase who they are as people.
These workshops allow the Gabrieleno/Tongva to share their message of
“E'kwa’'shem,” meaning “We are still here,” with the younger generation.
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Brightwood Students Explore the World One Booth at a Time

By Alhambra Unified School District

Brightwood School students recently took a journey across the globe without
ever leaving campus, thanks to a PTA-sponsored Cultural Diversity Fair that
celebrated the many cultures represented within the school community.

The event transformed the campus into a global marketplace where students
could visit interactive booths representing 10 different cultures: Egypt, El
Salvador, Italy, Japan, Korea, Mexico, Myanmar, the Philippines, Taiwan, and
China. Each booth offered engaging activities and displays that introduced
students to cultural traditions, languages, and foods from around the world.

As students moved from booth to booth, they practiced greetings in different
languages, learned about traditional clothing and customs, and explored how
families around the world celebrate holidays and everyday life. The hands-on
format encouraged curiosity and conversation, allowing students to connect what
they learned in the classroom with real-world experiences.

The fair also reflected the diversity of Brightwood’s families, many of whom
volunteered their time to help bring the booths to life. Parents and caregivers
shared personal stories, artifacts, and cultural knowledge, creating a welcoming
environment where students could see their own backgrounds represented while
learning about others.

Principal Candace Griego thanked the Brightwood PTA and family volunteers for
their dedication and willingness to share their cultures with the school community.
“This event would not have been possible without the time, care, and creativity of

our PTA parents and volunteers,” Griego said. “Their generosity gave our students

a meaningful opportunity to learn from one another and to celebrate the cultures
that make Brightwood such a special place.”

Teachers and staff noted that the event complemented classroom lessons by
reinforcing global awareness and respect for different perspectives. Beyond

Brightwood Elementary School students visited interactive cultural booths during the
PTA-sponsored Cultural Diversity Fair. They learned about traditions and customs
from around the world. (Photo Credit: Emmett Lee, AUSD Communications Intern)

geography, the fair emphasized values such as inclusion, empathy, and
community, all of which are central to Brightwood’s school culture.

The Cultural Diversity Fair was organized by Brightwood’s PTA with the support
of school staff and families. Their collaboration helped create an experience
that was both educational and memorable, leaving students with a deeper
appreciation for the world around them and the diverse community they are part
of each day.

Meet the 2025-2026 AUSD
Communications Interns

By Alhambra Unified School District

The 2025-2026 AUSD Communications Interns (ACI) are a talented group of
19 high school students selected to support the district’s communications
efforts. They cover campus events, conduct interviews, write articles, and
create content for the District’s various publications and platforms. Working
closely with the AUSD Public Information Office, these interns gain hands-

on experience in journalism, photography, and digital media while helping to
amplify student and school achievements across the District. The program
provides valuable career exposure, networking opportunities, and strengthens
student engagement through real-world storytelling.

Six returning members, Ricardo Padillo, Justin Lim, Victoria Perez, Madeline
Nguyen, Karlie Yonemoto, and Hayley Wong, bring experience and expertise
from last year’s pilot program. Alongside them, 13 new interns join the team,
eager to learn, create, and share the student perspective across the district.
The new ACI members are: Amy Alonso, Soluna Aldana, Clara Chan, Hailey
Chau, Kellyn Chea, Nicole Del Villar, Reyna Guan, Stanley Kwok, Emmett Lee,
Emily Liu, Zigian (Natalie) Qi, Meghan Teo, and Cheyenne Tougas.

Continuing his involvement with the program, last year’s lead intern and 2025
MKHS graduate Grant Sapcharoenlert now supports the team as the District’s
media assistant while attending UCLA. With his guidance, the ACI team
captures school and district activities and achievements, through photos,
videos, articles, and social media to share the many amazing happenings with
our local community.
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The 2025-2026 AUSD Communications Interns capture and share student stories
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May Kunka
Realtor

626-202-6030

may.kunkaecompass.com
DRE# 01782069

NEIGHBOR = #.8

Dolyou have questions about'your local

real estate market? Give us al/call!

_ EREE{SENIOR! Notable P ti
Jl)"ﬁte) otable Properties
Goanaal] (HOME ER

RKSHOE

THINKING ABOUT DOWNSIZING ?

WHAT WE’LL COVER:

e SMART STRATEGIES FOR DOWNSIZING
AND PLANNING YOUR NEXT MOVE

1422 Kempton Ave 13521 Fonseca Ave

« WHAT TO KNOW ABOUT SELLING A Monterey Park La Mirada

DATE: MARCH 31ST  LONGTIME HOME, INCLUDING TAX $1,060,000 $1,032,000
TIME: 9:00AM IMPLICATIONS
WHERE: THE o UNDERSTANDING PROPOSITION 19 AND WA ;

: 1031 EXCHANGES 2 O il = ‘
LANGLEY CENTER h e g
400 W EMERSON AVE,  , GETTING YOUR HOME MARKET-READY: el .
MONTEREY PARK WHERE AND HOW TO START = T

LIMITED a0

REGISTI T €« o »

) ﬁ%ﬁ{hﬂ%ﬂ-: 2307 Camino Recondito 4080 Via Marisol #127
Email us at ] %Eﬂ;flfmﬂﬁh?%i Fullerton Monterey Hills
KunkaEvents@gmail.com '.a;?;.g"r!:::_fi;égﬁi $1,400,000 $545,000
or use the QR COUE @ﬂ:’i-".dﬁh o 1

o
Why Work-With,Me?
’ ! k id
I'm Also A Monterey Park Resident!
P *ﬁﬁ Sl KT | am a Realtor in the San Gabriel Valley with over 18 years of

\)';:#’i | R E @ ¥ ?'..)'f'_-??l"- -~ experience. | am committed to ensuring a smooth and stress-free

> e Lo S, ~" Ln:‘ experience for both buyers and sellers. Living locally, | possess an

A i W 1aritTe ] W N D -
ol |8 ‘..- A e | | L= e e | SLITLYFEwr

_ _ in-depth understanding of the market, and provide my clients with
We recently delivered a collection of client donations to nvaluable insights and guidance.
Marguerita Elementary School in Alhambra. We’re proud AS a Certlﬂed PrObate and Trust SpeC|al|St, I brlﬂg addItIOﬂal
to partner with Catalyst SGV to help stock the school’s €xpertise to those dealing with complex property matters.
Rockstar Store, a program that rewards students for ~ Whether you're buying your first home, seeking that dream
reaching academic goals and demonstrating positive  retirement residence, or looking for a lucrative investment
behavior. The staff shared how meaningful this support property, | am here to guide you through the process with ease

is, and we’re grateful to be part of an effort that brings and expertise. Let's work together to turn your real estate goals
encouragement and smiles to so many students. into reality!

Certified Probate & @ @mqykunkd
Trust Specialist '

f_ Www.ﬁwcykunkcrealfor.com
— .. /8 may.kunkaecompass.com
' SRES COMPASS @@ -

I Seniors Real Estate Speci_a’iist ]

P



Page 18

Citywide Community, Education and Business News

Feburary 2026

Featured Stories in Chinese

min MNEIEREXHEEINRE. ifRIERERIEIREERNEE

HEMRA SR HE
FE—: HF12H 1582 A BEXERKSCEREHRZHIA - AL FE

FHSKH—F -

FE G5 BEXKITETERS  BA 2 ELC B EREAR -
BERR N  BRREEERA  ZFEN2ETEMBREDRE - £FE2EF KK
BE—S(thx (CO ) PHRMIZNNIE - BRRBESRLFTHPEMEEAKNE
ERRZ—  BRELBREHATESES  HFZSHHEHBEZ LR -

AETUTEXRIMEZZSFA

. BFREUTRYREERRERIEED=ER
1B~ SROKYES OB E RS -

- ERXHERERBFERE=%R "RELXZEE,

o YERERBENIGE -

- BEAERRE  AKRAPREGRF  FESEEFABRKRBEMEREAR
ERRAETRE -

- BEFEXABBRIBREEARIREDER -

o EATBARERBR  BUERAREEHEENERRKIEE -

(%990 »7%) ) EERE - EIFERRIE - B2

C BRZESRR -

o EREER  BREAZEINNKE  BRH fy

IEERKERE ; BEERBAR2ANE - 7 “e®  INEED
TRALBER  URERERERERNER - E=== oM
EME. o . SPACE!
- BFEBSMER  ARLEETELERR
% - ._J' 7l il
. BESHERTEHERMEERENERSE . :
# - KEEP SPACE HEATERS AT LEAST THREE FEET

. BT RIS R E R R BT RAY EREI AT THRG: THAT COM Pt

7 IBEEALD -
- FRBAVBEEEABEEE  DEPEER -
- BARVRH—RENEBERS - RIREBES -

IESh - AR R EHE— (bR EHS - URRE—abkPEEME -
FRBAREK - B2RAEERE - IR AR IEEFT 911 KB -
MBELERN - BMASHNQETEME - 5 626-307-1262 - 52
www.montereypark.ca.gov/fire

HIGERE

=151 L Ehid L ERIkEER
EMBRBHHT IREERRENS  BARFTERAEEDNRESR
P 4K 71 B ik 2 PG 75 BB P 42 it

SRMNAETHRARFEESDZE ARERBERENETE - BB HIKGEM L2
R RIRIEFA R - RERITEERE - ZENRBEESIRIE -

EHSEMIE

H2026 F2 BE 4B ZFMNAETRMBZHIKSGIHLE - ARNEANEE
& - IR George Elder A& - Highlands A& - Sequoia A& - Sunnyslopes AE &
Garvey Ranch AE ETHKSEHEEETLRE - WK Garvey Ranch AE S 2 5£3k
15 MZE S VCsEIK ( Pickleball ) 2I4% -

LESN - TR TS IR A e BREEN ZE ]

« IR Bella Vista 2 & #11% 4 EEEN LIS ( SR )

« 1% Barnes ~El BtB 2 B4 2R 6 BEEA RIS ( 2TKE )

« [EF5 - Sequoia AREIKGNRETEREEE

AR IEEEERE  TREBRN-R-ELBENHGIKFET - BREREES

i EHEFR S L&

B EER THBNESEEERREHZE |
B - R AE -

Barnes ~EiE B EE

rERER N E AR
R 2025 FWEE—F  KARCERRBEBPIBFLAHLIENF  THAZEEERN
FHETRE - 8%
BmEREE W Cascades R I A Il EE
SHkRIBarnes AR E B EEIME

SERTEAE A Z S OB IR th AR I S AR
SHRRBAEZAZTRZP LW AEEGeorge ElderrEEE

EANTEEHE

BLETRERREMAFERAER BOINBAARREHSRENLE - (KERRMEE
PHZER - MREEEHTREE  BEHHEREEN - BUDEN R &R ER
FI+t BXERS IR SR @MontereyParkRec -

MPK Transit Express JS5iGSBl=45H1LEmHNSEiE

MR ERIEFEREEREEEENMHORE
HAHTEESMRM

SRNQBEHHBARETRR - MPK Transit Expresst#& 2 it 1t & R ER X FER
KRBT - REREEERNETABE -

ER 0218 MPK Transit Express FH%EAE TV EFRIRAVFESE - SRFT 626-407-
6299 BFETEKN - BMEER 2 E7 - UEAGHA TSR - MoUEBANZEA
ERPOBEMFETHRES -

B&=E MPK Transit Express SEFABFER K - MR THRERRRE MRS - £
A FREABIRLRERMEZRNME - FEL  £FKEBRSHKER - FRIZL
IHRIERRE - 2 0sEZBNAREHEBEANUENNR - ZEIERT - 81

FEFRERAENRENE MEARETERRBUAER - EMEEWIEENT

EHE - 2R UBEERAARHRT , BE2TRTHE  EWEERL - JBRAOKR
EEEE -

EBIERE - FSEUTMO/EEE :

. BHEENERBREFANELD

o OERRIZEERBIRAINER—F

- BRI  BEREEERARERR  DUIRCDEBRELIRSIHERES
SRMAEHHARE L ERRIM OSSR - 3% MPK Transit Express BERFER1E
R e H AR ERISREHKEER -

HMBMETHER !
RMMBEEFCNZEER - BPHABENEEEN BTN B -
QR Code s 23m F#A8L: - EHBEHEBRBESHESE - D ZMER
Spirit Bus ~ MPK Transit Express At 7S8R - siiR D E Mt E
BEZE -

IR

MBEESERMN - BHEAHTELPT - B5 626-307-1320
8,255 www.montereypark.ca.gov/publicworks

BEF—EITENmiNEE - FERERINRENEERI

HETIERETHMMIA SRS

REWMHARETHFINHERR

B 2026 F 2 BRVRIZR - A RB T BIPT4 Rll Bk 81 = B B2 A3 2 5 A D A R AR Y
W - VIEEENEFTINEER  BREAHZE - AHBE - BEBET - MU
RERABRNRER - HMIER  MEEBLIFEMSE - BEUEERAE -
RKEBR  ALEBEREES ARIEBENIE - W ERETEHFHNEREUBE
SENHANBAMRIUBEF  BERBREBEL HEERNRMER -

FEYFEERESIE

HEREBREHZE ERERNEAVNEESRE Y — - BREATE  TEK
BERARNY M - MYEBEERNES - DFLEARRER - WREXKERS -
REKGEAZEDTRELELZZRT - B - FELROATE EREEFIE
REVER - FMEUBRZYZE  CARAREBEWE - RETIZEEIMNIEEN
R B \EEEEMABE - Bl HEAVRE - BIROEEIAR - &
FIRBENBBERKTF - BEARGERE - UpEEMZERE - ZENIBREEREE
- BREFIRANETH#SBEER LTHEEHRAEERER ARV E
REAZE 38 -

[SESY/E S H 30

HRAXMES  FARFNEEAERTBEZER  CtARBERERE - #R

BEARER  REEHESHRNBERRE - WARBRER - DEFREFPRILRE
BEEBIRMTIEEY - U5 - BOEAERAREEERIBRA AR Y m - BRI

REBERZRRE | FRAELREIERRIOTRY - HRAERE - BEREER -
MFplEE e EW B e EMaYE - EREREPINENE - FRYmZSEE

HEE  #REMZE AR REME -

BB IS H R SZ 153217 RY 2026 F
HETREFTENRR REERSRIEMVENE S - REPGHERARE
FafF £S5 ETREGERAFZIIMHERRE -

FofFIa] AN 2] 132 Bh 4%
WHARETHIRHALERATF—RUHET - EERERBRERDE - HNAMHE
EREEEFEPHNY  WERBRIEAFRZESES - BUINE 626-307-1415

- N FEE T HBHEcodecompliance@montereypark.ca.gov B EFHEZE -



Feburary 2026

Citywide Community, Education and Business News

Page 19

Featured Stories in Spanish

Con el Uso de los Calefactores, el Departamento de Bomberos Recuerda a los

Residentes a Priorizar la Seguridad

Presentado por el personal del Departamento de Bomberos

Dato: La mitad de los incendios domésticos relacionados con calefaccion se reportan
durante los meses de diciembre, enero y febrero.

Dato: 2 de cada 5 muertes causadas por incendios de calefactores involucran
calefactores eléctricos portatiles.

A medida que bajan las temperaturas y se encienden los calefactores, el Departamento
de Bomberos de Monterey Park recuerda a los residentes que el invierno conlleva un
mayor riesgo de incendios en el hogar y de intoxicaciéon por mondxido de carbono (CO).
Los equipos de calefaccion son una de las principales causas de incendios residenciales
durante los meses mas frios; sin embargo, muchos de estos incidentes pueden
prevenirse con el cuidado y la atenciéon adecuada.

Siga estas recomendaciones de seguridad al usar equipos de calefaccion:

e Mantenga cualquier objeto que pueda arder al menos a tres pies de distancia de los
equipos de calefaccion, como hornos, chimeneas, estufas de lefia o calefactores
portatiles.

e Establezca una zona libre de nifios de tres pies alrededor de fuegos abiertos y
calefactores portatiles.

¢ Nunca utilice el horno para calentar su hogar.

e Pida a un profesional calificado que instale los equipos de calefaccion fijos,
calentadores de agua o sistemas de calefaccién central, de acuerdo con los cédigos

locales y las instrucciones del fabricante.
e Asegure que los equipos de calefaccioén y las chimeneas sean limpiados e
inspeccionados cada afio por un profesional calificado.
e Siempre utilice el tipo correcto de combustible, segun lo especificado por el
fabricante, para los calefactores que funcionan con combustible.
e Asegurese de que la chimenea cuente con una pantalla resistente para evitar que las
chispas salgan hacia la habitacién. Las cenizas deben estar frias antes de colocarlas
en un recipiente metdlico; mantenga dicho recipiente a una distancia segura de la
vivienda.
Recuerde apagar los calefactores portatiles al salir de la habitacién o al irse a dormir.
Elija calefactores que cuenten con termostato y proteccién contra sobrecalentamiento.
Mantenga los calefactores fuera de las areas de paso y nunca bloquee una salida.
Conecte el calefactor directamente al tomacorriente de la pared. Nunca use cables de
extension.
® Pruebe los detectores de humo al menos una vez al mes.

Instale y mantenga detectores de mondxido de carbono (CO) para evitar el riesgo de
intoxicacion. Si detecta olor a gas proveniente de un calefactor de gas, no encienda el
aparato. Salga de la vivienda de inmediato y llame al 911.

Para mas informacién, comuniquese con el Departamento de Bomberos de Monterey
Park al 626-307-1262 o visite www.montereypark.ca.gov/fire

Mejoras en Parques y Recreacion se Implementan en Todo Monterey Park

Proyectos de repavimentacion a nivel ciudad y recientes mejoras en instalaciones amplian las oportunidades recreativas para los residentes

Presentado por el personal de Recreacion y Servicios Comunitarios

Proyecto de Repavimentacion de Canchas a Nivel Ciudad

De febrero a abril de 2026, la Ciudad de Monterey Park pondra en marcha un proyecto de
repavimentacion de canchas en toda la ciudad. Las mejoras incluyen la repavimentacion
y reparacioén de las canchas de tenis en los parques George Elder, Highlands, Sequoia,
Sunnyslopes y Garvey Ranch, asi como la incorporacién de lineas hibridas de pickleball
en la Cancha n.° 2 del Parque Garvey Ranch.

El proyecto también incluye la ampliacion de oportunidades para el pickleball mediante
la instalacion de cuatro nuevas canchas permanentes con redes en el Parque Bella Vista
y la conversién de dos canchas de tenis existentes en el Parque Barnes en seis canchas
permanentes de pickleball con redes. Ademas, la cancha de baloncesto del Parque
Sequoia sera repavimentada y reparada.

Para minimizar las interrupciones, los trabajos se realizaran un parque a la vez,
asegurando que los residentes y usuarios puedan seguir disfrutando de las actividades
recreativas con un impacto limitado.

Mejoras Recientes en Instalaciones

Durante el ultimo trimestre de 2025, el Departamento de Recreacién y Servicios
Comunitarios, en colaboracién con el Departamento de Obras Publicas, completé varias
mejoras en las instalaciones. Estas mejoras incluyeron la sustitucion del recubrimiento
epoxico en la emblematica Cascades Waterfall; la pintura exterior del Gimnasio del
Parque Barnes; y la instalacién de nuevo piso y repintado de la Sala de Billar del Centro
Langley, la Oficina del Centro Langley y la Sala Comunitaria dentro del Gimnasio del
Parque George Elder.

Estos proyectos reflejan el compromiso continuo de la ciudad de proporcionar parques,
instalaciones recreativas y servicios de calidad para el disfrute de todos los residentes.
Para recibir actualizaciones continuas sobre proyectos, programas y eventos, siga al
departamento en redes sociales en @MontereyParkRec.

MPK Transit Express contintia conectando a Monterey Park

La Ciudad comparte consejos utiles para los usuarios durante horas pico y alta demanda

Presentado por el personal de Obras Publicas

La Ciudad de Monterey Park recuerda a los residentes que MPK Transit Express continda
ofreciendo una manera conveniente y accesible de desplazarse dentro de la comunidad.

Los viajes pueden reservarse facilmente a través de la aplicacion de MPK Transit Express
o llamando al 626-407-6299. La tarifa es de $2 por viaje, y los pagos pueden realizarse
con tarjeta de crédito o débito, o con vales emitidos por la Ciudad, disponibles para su
compra en el Langley Senior Center.

A medida que la popularidad de MPK Transit Express sigue creciendo, algunos usuarios
han compartido comentarios tras experimentar lo que parece ser un error al usar la
aplicacion. Durante periodos de alta demanda, especialmente en horas pico, los usuarios
pueden recibir un mensaje solicitando intentar pedir el viaje nuevamente. En la mayoria
de los casos, este mensaje no indica un problema con la aplicacién; simplemente
significa que no hay disponibilidad de viajes en ese momento. Cuando todos los
vehiculos estan en servicio, el sistema puede no ofrecer un viaje de manera temporal. A
medida que se completan los trayectos y los vehiculos quedan disponibles, las opciones
de viaje pueden cambiar.

Cuando esto ocurra, considere los siguientes consejos Utiles:

e |Intente solicitar el viaje nuevamente en unos minutos.

e Considere ajustar su hora de recogida un poco antes o después.

e Evite las horas pico cuando sea posible para obtener una respuesta mas rapida y
mayor disponibilidad.

Agradecemos la paciencia e interés de la comunidad en MPK Transit Express

mientras continuamos atendiendo las necesidades y experiencias de los usuarios a lo

largo del dia.

iQueremos escucharle!

jQueremos conocer su opinién! Comparta sus ideas sobre cémo podemos seguir
mejorando el transporte en Monterey Park. Escanee el codigo QR o visite nuestro sitio
web. Complete la Encuesta Comunitaria de Transporte y cuéntenos su experiencia con
Spirit Bus, MPK Transit Express y cualquier otro comentario que desee compartir.

Para obtener mas informacién, comuniquese con Departamento de Obras Publicas al
626-307-1320 o visite www.montereypark.ca.gov/publicworks.

Construyendo Orgullo Juntos: Consejos de Mantenimiento de Propiedades para

Hogares y Negocios

Presentado por el personal de Cumplimiento del (ddigo

Un Mensaje de Ao Nuevo del Departamento de Cumplimiento del Cédigo

Al entrar en febrero de 2026, el equipo de Cumplimiento del Cédigo desea agradecer a
nuestros residentes y negocios locales por el cuidado que brindan a sus propiedades. El
mantenimiento de las propiedades es mucho mas que la apariencia exterior; contribuye a
la seguridad publica, la salud publica, la accesibilidad y el orgullo comunitario.

Reconocemos que el mantenimiento no siempre es sencillo. Las reparaciones pueden
ser costosas, el tiempo es limitado y algunas situaciones pueden resultar abrumadoras.
Nuestro objetivo es trabajar junto con la comunidad con un enfoque practico y
respetuoso, centrado en soluciones y en el cumplimiento a largo plazo.

Recordatorios de Mantenimiento para Propiedades Residenciales

Uno de los pasos mas Utiles es mantener los accesos despejados y accesibles. Por favor
mantenga aceras, pasillos y entradas vehiculares libres de almacenamiento, escombros
y vegetacion excesiva. Esto ayuda a prevenir riesgos de tropiezos y garantiza un acceso
seguro para familias, personas mayores y quienes utilizan dispositivos de movilidad.

Podar arboles y arbustos alejados de aceras, techos y ventanas también puede
prevenir dafios y mejorar la visibilidad. Asimismo, es un buen momento para atender
el mantenimiento exterior antes de que los pequefos problemas se conviertan en
reparaciones mayores. Elementos como pintura descascarada, cercas o portones
dafados, y escaleras o pasamanos deteriorados pueden representar riesgos de
seguridad si no se atienden.

El almacenamiento adecuado de los residuos es otro paso sencillo pero importante.
Mantener los contenedores de basura cerrados y las areas limpias ayuda a reducir olores
y plagas, especialmente en entornos de vivienda compartida.

Recordatorios de Mantenimiento para Propiedades Comerciales

Para los negocios, un mantenimiento constante puede marcar una gran diferencia para
los clientes y las propiedades vecinas. Mantener los frentes de los establecimientos
limpios, atender pintura desgastada o accesorios dafiados y eliminar el grafiti de manera
oportuna ayuda a conservar una imagen positiva y a desalentar actos de vandalismo
repetidos.

Asimismo, asegurese de que no se dejen basura ni objetos voluminosos en areas visibles
al publico. Entre bastidores, la gestion adecuada de residuos es esencial. Mantener los
contenedores y recintos en buen estado, con las tapas cerradas y las areas circundantes
limpias, ayuda a prevenir plagas y a reducir derrames hacia propiedades adyacentes.

Si su negocio utiliza almacenamiento al aire libre, los articulos deben estar organizados

y asegurados, sin crear riesgos de seguridad ni afectar negativamente la apariencia del
entorno.

Gracias por Apoyar un 2026 Sélido

Gracias por hacer su parte para mantener nuestra comunidad limpia, segura y
acogedora. Esperamos seguir trabajando juntos para construir orgullo en nuestros
vecindarios y distritos comerciales.

Como Podemos Ayudar

El Departamento de Cumplimiento del Cédigo esta comprometido con la resolucion
de problemas de manera justa, coherente y colaborativa. Si no esté seguro de si las
reparaciones requieren permisos, o si desea orientacion antes de comenzar un trabajo,
le invitamos a comunicarse con nosotros al 626-307-1415 o por correo electrénico a
codecompliance@montereypark.ca.gov.
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INTERESTED IN SELLING YOUR PROPERTY? CALL TODAY FOR A
« FREE CONSULTATION (626)498-2737

. Average Price | Average Price
| “ City Property Type DE%_ 5 DE‘-;': 24 YOY%
Single Family House $1,096,625 $1,083,582 + 1.20%
Monterey Park
, - Condo/Townhome $750,500 $797.,489 -5.89%

Single Family House $1,096,392 $1,124,693 -2.52%
Condo/Townhome $710,978 $706,125 + 0.69%

Alhambra

Cliert Testimonial

“Philip Chang has represented us in two transactions on the sell and buy side. He masterfully guided us
through the sale of a home in 2020 during the worst of the uncertainty of the market during the first
months of Covid. Then he helped us navigate the low inventory real estate market that has existed over the
last two years in LA. We have been looking since 2021 with a tight budget. Philip always kept his head and

Philip

Chang &

advised against jumping into the feeding frenzy bidding wars. His sound advice paid off big when we found
Broker | DRE# 01870805

the perfect home for the right price. He really knows the market, he is the consummate professional, savvy
Certified about how, when, and how much to bid. We found him to be super responsive and personable. We cannot
Probate & Trust Specialist recommend him more highly. We would trust him implicitly to represent us in any future transaction.”

MAN INVESTMENT GROUP

Property Management & Investment Company

Alhambra Gardena Arcadia Whittier
Retail | Mod. Gross | 2,603-3,263 ft? Office | Mod. Gross | 1,331 ft? Office | NNN | 432 ft? 8-Unit Apartment Building | 5,682 ft?




